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Where to search for relevant books and articles 

Once you have decided on your research topic, you will need to find out what has already been 

written about it.  There are a number of places to start: 

 Overview articles in encyclopaedias, which have bibliographies at the end 

 Overview articles on websites 

 Online search tools 

Remember that the online tools will give you more recent articles and books than a printed article 

will. 

Also remember that, even though you will find a lot of items, you might want to start out with a 

fairly general search (e.g. just putting in “Abydos”) to learn more about a site overall, and later try 

more specific ones (e.g. “early dynastic cemetery Abydos”).  A very specific search will give you less 

items to read, and they will likely all be very relevant to your study, but you may miss interesting 

items just because they do not have all the words you searched for. 

Encyclopaedia articles 

The Topographical Bibliography of Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphic Texts, Reliefs, and Paintings, 

commonly known by the names of its first editors, ‘Porter and Moss’ (abbreviated to PM), or as Top 

Bib, now runs to 8 volumes, listing all known Egyptian sites and monuments, with maps, plans, brief 

descriptions and references to further (published and unpublished) sources of information. While 

several of the volumes have not been updated for many years, PM is the definitive starting point for 

research into ancient sites and all provenanced objects (and, now, some classes of unprovenanced 

objects as well).  A Digital Topographical Bibliography is now available at 

http://topbib.griffith.ox.ac.uk//index.html, with searchable PDF files of the current printed volumes. 

The Lexikon der Ägyptologie (1972-1992) includes a useful bibliography after each entry.  There are 

7 volumes.  Even if you cannot read German, the bibliographies give you a good starting point for 

further research. 

The Encyclopedia of the archaeology of ancient Egypt, edited by K.A. Bard (1999) includes 300 

alphabetically organised entries, written by some of the most eminent scholars in the field, with 

short bibliographies. 

Likewise, the Oxford encyclopedia of ancient Egypt (2001), in 3 volumes, features 600 original 

articles written by leading scholars, with suggestions for further reading.  

Online overviews 

The UCLA Encyclopedia of Egyptology has a number of articles available online, and each has an 

extensive bibliography for further research.  See https://escholarship.org/uc/nelc_uee.  

UCL publishes Digital Egypt for Universities, at http://www.digitalegypt.ucl.ac.uk/. Check the A-Z 

index, and you will find that many entries have a short bibliography at the end (usually books).  

These would give a good starting point for further research. 

http://topbib.griffith.ox.ac.uk/index.html
https://escholarship.org/uc/nelc_uee
http://www.digitalegypt.ucl.ac.uk/


An introduction to the history and culture of Pharaonic Egypt, produced by Andre Dollinger, has 

many useful articles, which often contain a bibliography. 

Online search tools 

The Online Egyptological Bibliography (OEB) holds the largest available collection of references in 

Egyptological literature. It includes the volumes of the Annual Egyptological Bibliography (AEB) for 

1947 to 2001 with abstracts, combined with Bibliographie Altägypten (BA) for 1822 to 1946, the 

Aigyptos database with keywords, and many thousands of more recently added records. It provides 

coverage of Egyptological literature from 1822 to the present and is updated nearly every day. It is 

available at http://oeb.griffith.ox.ac.uk/.  If your university does not have access, please contact 

Hazel Gray with your search request. 

JSTOR is a wide-ranging digital library created in 1995 to help university and college libraries free up 

space on their shelves, save costs, and provide greater levels of access to more content than ever 

before. JSTOR currently includes more than 2,000 academic journals, along with thousands of 

monographs and other materials relevant for education.  It is available to search at 

http://www.jstor.org/.  Your university may have a subscription to some of the journals on JSTOR, 

and can give you passwords that will allow you to download articles.  If not, just download your 

search results, and check whether we have the journals in our library, and we could scan articles for 

you. 

The Egyptologists’ Electronic Forum provides links to a number of bibliographies, including site-

specific ones, at http://www.egyptologyforum.org/EEFBooks.html.  

The University of Texas, Arlington, publishes Archaeology of Egypt: research resources, covering 

journal articles, book chapters and dissertations.  It is selective, and designed to support its students’ 

work, but is quite extensive. 

And don’t forget Google! www.google.com  

  

http://www.reshafim.org.il/ad/egypt/index.html
http://oeb.griffith.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.jstor.org/
http://www.egyptologyforum.org/EEFBooks.html
http://libraries.uta.edu/dillard/subfiles/egyptbib.htm
http://www.google.com/


How to find out whether your articles and books are 
available online 

Once you have a list of references, there are a number of resources that will help you to find out 

whether the articles are freely available online. 

The Ancient World Online blog exists to note and comment on open access material relating to the 

ancient world, which includes Egypt.  It is online at http://ancientworldonline.blogspot.co.uk/, and 

you can sign up to receive email updates.  You can also search on the site to find out whether 

particular journals are freely available online. 

The Egyptologists’ Electronic Forum (EEF), available at http://www.egyptologyforum.org/ contains 

links to digitised resources.  E.g.: 

 E-journals and digitised journals: http://www.egyptologyforum.org/EEFDigijournals.html 

 Egyptological book series online: http://www.egyptologyforum.org/EEFSeries.html  

The University of Memphis has created a List of Egyptology Books and Articles Online, see 

http://www.memphis.edu/egypt/onlinebiblio.php. 

Nigel Strudwick has put together a list of Essential Egyptology Resources, at 

http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/er/essential.html.  Click on the tabs to find the different lists. 

Many academics post their articles on Academia, at https://www.academia.edu/.  Search the site for 

the author to see whether the article you want is there.  You may also find links to articles on 

Academia when you do a Google search on topics. 

  

http://ancientworldonline.blogspot.co.uk/
http://www.egyptologyforum.org/
http://www.egyptologyforum.org/EEFDigijournals.html
http://www.egyptologyforum.org/EEFSeries.html
http://www.memphis.edu/egypt/onlinebiblio.php
http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/er/essential.html
https://www.academia.edu/


How to find out whether your books and articles are 
in a library 

The EES library catalogue is online at http://ees.soutron.net/Library/Catalogues/Search.aspx, and 

there is some help on how to carry out a search at http://ees.ac.uk/archive/online-catalogue.html.    

You can search for books, and to find out whether we hold journal titles.  We also have a large 

collection of journal and newspaper articles (called Pamphlets in the catalogue), so we may have 

specific articles that you are looking for.  We can scan or photocopy articles or chapters of books for 

you, but not whole books. 

If we don’t have what you need, you can check the UCL Library catalogue at 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/.  Visiting scholars who require access to the UCL Libraries can obtain 

an access card on arrival. 

You can search the British Museum Libraries catalogue at 

http://libraries.britishmuseum.org/client/default.  Visiting scholars who require access to the BM 

collections can obtain an access card on arrival. 

  

http://ees.soutron.net/Library/Catalogues/Search.aspx
http://ees.ac.uk/archive/online-catalogue.html
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/
http://libraries.britishmuseum.org/client/default


Finding experts in the UK 

The International Association of Egyptologists has a directory of Egyptologists, but it is only 

available to members.  See http://www.iae-egyptology.org/services.php?site=links.  If you need 

help, contact us and we may be able to search for you. 

Search for the specialists who have written articles in your research area on Google or Academia, 

and see whether they are based in the UK, if it is not obvious from the articles. 

Check the faculty lists of the major UK universities with Egyptology departments – Birmingham, 

Bristol, Cambridge, Durham, Liverpool, Oxford, Swansea, University College London – or the staff list 

of the British Museum. 

  

http://www.iae-egyptology.org/services.php?site=links
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/historycultures/departments/caha/staff/index.aspx
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/school-of-arts/people/group/dept/2243e
http://www.arch.cam.ac.uk/directory
https://www.dur.ac.uk/archaeology/staff/
http://www.liv.ac.uk/archaeology-classics-and-egyptology/staff/
http://www.orinst.ox.ac.uk/staff/faculty.html
http://www.swansea.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/hc/staff/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/people/staff/academic
http://www.britishmuseum.org/about_us/departments/ancient_egypt_and_sudan/staff.aspx


Finding UK archive resources 

We are starting to put the EES Lucy Gura Archive collection on the same catalogue as our library 

collection, so you will be able to search both at 

http://ees.soutron.net/Library/Catalogues/Search.aspx.  

Until that project is complete, you should also check the detailed spreadsheet of archive holdings 

http://ees.ac.uk/userfiles/file/Master%20Archive%20Spreadsheet%20(WWW).xls.  

The Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology does not appear to have an online catalogue of its 

archive.  There are some details of the Petrie papers at http://www.aim25.ac.uk/cgi-

bin/vcdf/detail?coll_id=5087&inst_id=13.  A CD of Petrie’s notebooks was produced in 1999; the EES 

does not have a copy.  If you think you need to consult Petrie’s notebooks, we will contact the Petrie 

and then set up a meeting, so you can discuss with them exactly which items you need to access. 

The Griffith Institute lists its main archive holdings at http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/archive/holdings/. 

It also lists those items for which electronic versions are available, at 

http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/gri/4elres.html.   

  

http://ees.soutron.net/Library/Catalogues/Search.aspx
http://ees.ac.uk/userfiles/file/Master%20Archive%20Spreadsheet%20(WWW).xls
http://www.aim25.ac.uk/cgi-bin/vcdf/detail?coll_id=5087&inst_id=13
http://www.aim25.ac.uk/cgi-bin/vcdf/detail?coll_id=5087&inst_id=13
http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/archive/holdings/
http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/gri/4elres.html


Finding useful museum collections 

To find all the Egyptology collections in the UK, check out Cornucopia, an online database of 

information about more than 6,000 collections in the UK's museums, galleries, archives and libraries.  

You can find the Egyptology listing at 

http://www.cornucopia.org.uk/search?keywords=egypt&search_form_submit=Go. Just a word of 

warning – the site does not seem to be updated regularly, and you may find that the links in it don’t 

work; if that is the case, do a Google search for the name of the museum you want. 

The list below outlines the most important Egyptology collections in the UK, and includes contact 

details and information about using the collections for research.  Because you will be largely based in 

London, the list starts with the museums there, and then is organised alphabetically by city / town. 

  

http://www.cornucopia.org.uk/search?keywords=egypt&search_form_submit=Go


British Museum, London 
http://www.britishmuseum.org  

The Department of Ancient Egypt and Sudan at the British Museum houses an important collection 

of objects which illustrate every aspect of the cultures of the Nile Valley, from the Neolithic period 

(about 10,000 BC) until the twelfth century AD.  The collection is spread over several galleries: 

Egyptian sculpture (Room 4) – Sculptures on display in Room 4 include stylised depictions of kings, 

deities and symbolic objects ranging from the time of the Old Kingdom to the middle of the Roman 

Period. There are also architectural pieces from temples and tombs.  An imposing stone bust of the 

great pharaoh Ramesses II presides over the room, while the world-famous Rosetta Stone, with its 

inscribed scripts, demonstrates how Egypt’s ancient form of pictographic writing was deciphered for 

the first time. 

Egyptian life and death: The tomb-chapel of Nebamun (Room 61) – The British Museum acquired 

11 wall-paintings from the tomb-chapel of a wealthy Egyptian official called Nebamun in the 1820s. 

Dating from about 1350 BC, they are some of the most famous works of art from Ancient Egypt.  

Following a 10-year period of conservation and research, the paintings are now on display together 

for the first time. They give the impression of the walls of colour that would have been experienced 

by the ancient visitors to the tomb-chapel.  Objects dating from the same time period and a 3D 

animation of the tomb-chapel will help to set the tomb-chapel in context and allow visitors 

to experience how the finished tomb would have looked. 

Egyptian death and afterlife: mummies (Rooms 62–63) – Death and the afterlife held particular 

significance and meaning for the ancient Egyptians. Complex funeral preparations and rites were 

thought to be needed to ensure the transition of the individual from earthly existence to 

immortality.  Mummification, magic and ritual are investigated through the objects on display in 

Rooms 62–63. These include coffins, mummies, funerary masks, portraits and other items designed 

to be buried with the deceased. Modern research methods such as x-rays and CT scans are used to 

examine the mummification process. 

Early Egypt 3100 – 2600 BC (Room 64) – Rapid advances in the technology and social organisation of 

Egypt during the fifth millennium BC produced a material culture of increasing sophistication.  

Further innovations followed in about 3100 BC when the separate Predynastic peoples of upper and 

lower Egypt were united under a single ruler.  The resulting increase in wealth and strong central 

control led to dramatic achievements in architecture, writing and fine goods, culminating in the 

building of the Great Pyramids of Giza in around 2600 BC.  Objects on display illustrate the cultural, 

technological and political development of early civilisation in Egypt throughout this period. 

Sudan, Egypt and Nubia (Room 65) – Ancient Nubia, the Nile Valley upstream of the First Cataract, 

now straddles the border between Egypt and Sudan. Rich and vibrant cultures developed in this 

region at the same time as Pharaonic Egypt. Among them was the earliest sub-Saharan urban culture 

in Africa, which was based at Kerma.  These cultures traded extensively with Egypt and for two brief 

periods Nubian kingdoms dominated their northern neighbour.  The objects on display in Room 65 

illustrate these indigenous pagan, Christian and Islamic cultures and the interaction between Nubia 

and Egypt. 

http://www.britishmuseum.org/
http://www.britishmuseum.org/visiting/floor_plans_and_galleries/upper_floor.aspx


Ethiopia and Coptic Egypt 4th – 8th centuries AD (Room 66) – By the fourth century AD, Christianity 

was flourishing in both Egypt and Ethiopia. Christian Egyptians became known as the Copts (from the 

Greek name for Egyptians) and the church maintained strong links with its Ethiopian counterparts. 

Since antiquity, Ethiopia had been a major trade route, linking Egypt and the Mediterranean with 

India and the Far East.  The resulting history of cultural exchange and religious diversity is illustrated 

through objects in Room 66, which reflect the faiths and identities which coexisted in Egypt and 

Ethiopia.  Objects from towns, monasteries and settlements range from decorated textiles and 

architectural elements, to sculpture and ceramics. 

Catalogue 

You can search the BM’s collection at 

http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/search.aspx  

Object study 

If you need to study an item in the British Museum collection (including those not on display), you 

can make an appointment to use the Study Room.  Appointments are available Monday 14.00-16.30 

and Tuesday to Friday 10.00-16.30. Space is limited, so you should make the appointment at least 

two weeks in advance, giving the inventory numbers and details of the objects you wish to view.  

Your application for admission to the Study Room must be supported by a letter from a member of 

Museum staff, other academic institution or recognised expert.  If you need help obtaining this 

letter, please contact Hazel Gray.  To make an appointment, contact egyptian@britishmuseum.org 

or telephone 020 7323 8000. 

 

  

http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/search.aspx
mailto:egyptian@britishmuseum.org


Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology, London 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/museums/petrie/  

The Petrie Museum houses an estimated 80,000 objects, making it one of the greatest collections of 

Egyptian and Sudanese archaeology in the world. It illustrates life in the Nile Valley from prehistory 

through the time of the pharaohs, the Ptolemaic, Roman and Coptic periods to the Islamic period. 

The collection is full of 'firsts': 

 one of the earliest pieces of linen from Egypt (about 5000 BC); 

 the earliest example of metal from Egypt, the first worked iron beads; 

 the earliest 'cylinder seal' in Egypt (about 3500 BC); 

 the oldest wills on papyrus paper, the oldest gynaecological papyrus and the only veterinary 

papyrus from ancient Egypt; 

 the largest architectural drawing, showing a shrine (about 1300 BC). 

Costume is another strength of the collection. In addition to the 'oldest dress' there is a unique 

beadnet dress of a dancer from the Pyramid Age, about 2400 BC, two long sleeved robes of the same 

date; a suit of armour from the palace of Memphis (awaiting reconstruction), as well as socks and 

sandals from the Roman period. 

The collection contains outstanding works of art from Akhenaten’s city at Amarna: colourful tiles, 

carvings and frescoes, and from many other important Egyptian and Nubian settlements and burial 

sites. The museum houses the world’s largest collection of Roman period mummy portraits (first to 

second centuries AD). 

More than these highlights, though, the collection is uniquely important because so much of it 

comes from documented excavations. The large typological series of objects (amulets, faience, 

objects of daily use, tools and weapons, weights and measures, stone vessels, jewellery) provide a 

unique insight into how people have lived and died in the Nile Valley. 

Catalogue 

You can search the Petrie Museum’s catalogue at http://petriecat.museums.ucl.ac.uk/search.aspx.  

Object study 

Approximately ten percent of the Petrie Museum collection is displayed in the museum. The rest of 

the collection is held in storage around the gallery, and is not securely accessible during normal 

opening hours.  If you need research access to examine an object from display or in the stored 

collections, contact petrie.museum@ucl.ac.uk.  

 

  

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/museums/petrie/
http://petriecat.museums.ucl.ac.uk/search.aspx
mailto:petrie.museum@ucl.ac.uk


Bolton Museum 
http://www.boltonmuseums.org.uk/museum/collections-overview/the-egyptology-collection  

Bolton’s collection of ancient Egyptian material is arguably one of the most important in a British 

local authority museum (i.e. a non-national, non-university museum), and numbers around 12,000 

objects from over 65 sites in Egypt. 

Unlike comparable collections in the UK, the majority of the objects are excavated and thus retain 

full provenance information.  This makes the collection of particular interest to researchers and gives 

scope for enhanced interpretation for the public.  The collection is recognised as being of 

international significance. 

All phases of Egyptian material culture from the Neolithic Period (c. 5,000BC) to the Arab Period (7th 

Century AD onwards) are represented.  The objects are typical of the material culture of Egypt 

during these periods with a specific strength in textiles. 

Object types include, but are not limited to: 

 textiles including clothing; 

 basketry and boxes; 

 statuary; 

 funerary objects (shabti, model coffins, canopics, tomb models, funerary cones, soul houses, 

embalming materials, animal reliquaries); 

 mummies (human and animal); 

 coffins, coffin elements and cartonnage; 

 architectural elements (wall reliefs, tomb reliefs including a false door, inscribed column 

fragments, beaded wall covering, painted plaster for walls and floor); 

 stele; 

 ceramic, stone, faience, wood, glass, and faience vessels; 

 amulets and jewellery; 

 cosmetic containers; 

 toiletry items (combs, razors, mirrors, tweezers, palettes); 

 tools and weapons; 

 toys; 

 ritual objects (large bronze incense stand, incense tongs, situla; clay hair balls); 

 ostraca, papyri, scribal equipment. 

Among the core elements of the collection are ancient textiles. One reason for this focus in the 

collection is the history of the textile industry in Bolton.  Bolton is the place where the spinning mule 

was invented in the 1780s and within 100 years of this invention, Bolton became internationally 

known as a centre for spinning and weaving of fine quality cotton. As a result there was a strong 

interest in the town for evidence of ancient Egyptian textile production. 

One of the largest and most successful local mill companies was the firm of Barlow and Jones, 

founded by James Barlow of Edgeworth.  Annie Barlow (1863-1941), James’ daughter, was recruited 

to the Egypt Exploration Fund (later the Egypt Exploration Society) while studying at University 

http://www.boltonmuseums.org.uk/museum/collections-overview/the-egyptology-collection


College London and was appointed as Honorary Local Secretary for the Bolton Region to raise money 

for excavations in Egypt.  The Egypt Exploration Society gave objects to institutions or collectors who 

had funded their work.  Annie Barlow asked for her share of the finds to be given to the Chadwick 

Museum, the Victorian forerunner of today’s Bolton Museum.  Bolton Museum was a major 

supporter of the Egypt Exploration Society for the next century, and a large proportion of the 

museum’s Egyptian collection derives from EES excavations as selected by the curators in the annual 

distribution of finds. 

The first two curators of the Chadwick Museum, William Midgley (curator 1883-1906) and his son 

Thomas Midgley (curator 1906-1934), were specialists in the study of ancient textiles.  In some 

cases, they provided excavators with an assessment of the textiles.  Bolton also supported some 

excavations in Egypt and the Sudan beyond those of the EES such as the British School of 

Archaeology in Egypt and the British Museum. 

Bolton Museum also received some donations of material including material from the Petrie 

Museum, Tamworth Castle, and the Wellcome Trust. 

Catalogue 

You can search the collection at http://www.boltonmuseums.org.uk/collections/collection/4, but 

this does not include the whole collection. 

Object study 

Use the form at http://www.boltonmuseums.org.uk/contact to ask Dr Carolyn Routledge for access. 

 

  

http://www.boltonmuseums.org.uk/collections/collection/4
http://www.boltonmuseums.org.uk/contact


Bristol Museum & Art Gallery 
http://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-and-art-gallery 

Sadly no information available about their collection on the website.  It reportedly contains over 600 

artefacts, covering belief, life, death and the afterlife in Ancient Egypt.  The collection includes 

painted coffins, human mummies, animal mummies, figurines, offerings, amulets, statues, funerary 

masks, a painted funerary couch, toys, tools, and jewellery. 

Catalogue 

The collection may be searched at http://museums.bristol.gov.uk/, but it is not clear whether this is 

a complete catalogue. 

Object study 

Use the contact form at http://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-and-art-

gallery/contact-museum/ to send a message. 

 

  

http://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-and-art-gallery
http://museums.bristol.gov.uk/
http://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-and-art-gallery/contact-museum/
http://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-and-art-gallery/contact-museum/


Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge 
http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/index.html  

The Egyptology collection at the Fitzwilliam Museum is part of the Antiquities Department. The 

splendid seven-ton sarcophagus lid of Ramesses III (E.1.1823), which stands prominently in gallery 

20, was presented to the Museum by G.B. Belzoni in 1823, seven years after the establishment of 

the museum, and can be considered to be one of the objects that initiated the Egyptology section of 

the museum. It was during these early years that the largest monuments entered the Fitzwilliam. 

These were given mostly by members of the university who presented items that they had bought 

during their travels in Egypt. Included amongst these early gifts were the coffins of Nespawershefyt 

(E.1.1822), given by Barnard Hanbury and George Waddington of Trinity College in 1822, and the 

granite sarcophagus of the scribe Hunefer (E.1.1835), given in 1835 by Hanbury. 

Until 1886, the individual items in the collection, although impressive and valuable, were small in 

number. Sir Wallis Budge, of the British Museum, played an important role in the early expansion of 

the collection. He was concerned that it should be as representative of the ancient culture of Egypt 

as possible and to this end he persuaded the University and the museum to provide a grant of £100 

to enable the purchase of a selection of objects to fill some of the gaps in the collection. The 

presentation in 1890 and 1891 of a number of miscellaneous Egyptian objects by the Rev. Greville J. 

Chester expanded the collection still further and by 1893 the Egyptian collections totalled some 577 

items. 

The drawback to many of these acquisitions was that they were isolated objects purchased from 

dealers without knowledge of where they had been found originally. Therefore, the artefacts 

recovered by controlled excavations through such organisations as the Egypt Exploration Fund (EEF), 

the Egypt Research Account (ERA) and the British School of Archaeology in Egypt (BSAE) from the 

1890s onwards are especially valuable since the details of the contexts from which the objects were 

found are often known. 

Sir William Matthew Flinders Petrie was an instrumental figure in organising and undertaking the 

excavations for these groups and he is often called the father of Egyptology for the advances he 

made in the field. Although not published up to the standards of excavation today his work was, 

nevertheless, far more rigorous and thorough than any previous endeavours. Many important 

Egyptologists whose discoveries are represented in the Fitzwilliam Museum, trained and worked 

under Petrie for the EEF, ERA or BSAE, including, Frederick Green, James Quibell and Guy Brunton. 

Gifts and bequests were still being made throughout this time and these have added significantly to 

the standing of the collection. Undoubtedly, the most important contributions made during the 20th 

century were those of Sir Robert Greg and Major R.G. Gayer-Anderson, both of whom made 

substantial bequests. Other sizeable donations included the bequests made by Charles Ricketts and 

Charles Shannon, Edward Towry Whyte and George Hornblower. 

More recent acquisitions have been made possible through the help of the Friends of the Fitzwilliam 

Museum who have presented the department with many fine pieces including the beautiful wooden 

statuette fragment of a woman from the Middle Kingdom (E.1.1989). Today there are over 16,000 

Egyptian artefacts in the collection, many of which are now on display in the recently remodelled 

galleries. 

http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/index.html


Catalogue 

You can search the Fitzwilliam’s Egyptian collection at 

http://webapps.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/explorer/index.php?do=cf_all&qu=ProductionPlaceName:eg

ypt&size=25&dti=text or http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/opac/search/searchant.html.  

Object study 

Visitors are welcome to study objects from the collections in the Department by appointment, 

Monday to Friday. Prospective visitors should write, e-mail or telephone to the appropriate curator, 

stating the material they wish to study. Please enquire well in advance of the date of your proposed 

visit, as it may not be possible to make an appointment at short notice.  

For access to the Ancient Egyptian Collection please contact Dr Sally-Ann Ashton, tel. 01223 332905 

or email sa337@cam.ac.uk.   

 

  

http://webapps.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/explorer/index.php?do=cf_all&qu=ProductionPlaceName:egypt&size=25&dti=text
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Oriental Museum, Durham 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/oriental.museum/whatshere/egypt/ 

There are almost 7,000 objects in the Oriental Museum's Ancient Egyptian collections, ranging in 

date from the Pre-Dynastic (5500-3100 BCE) to the Coptic periods (after 395 CE) and covering almost 

all categories of object from monumental sculpture to woven sandals.  

The core of the collection was formed by Algernon Percy, the Fourth Duke of Northumberland 

(1792-1865) in the mid-nineteenth century. The Duke had developed a fascination for Egypt 

following his visit to the country in 1826 and in later years he developed large collections of both 

British and Egyptian antiquities, which he proudly displayed at the family seat of Alnwick Castle.  

The Duke’s collection of over 2,500 objects was largely purchased via English auctions rather than 

during his travels in Egypt and included material originally acquired by James Burton and by the 

British Consul, Henry Salt. It was fully published in 1880 in a lavish volume written by Samuel Birch 

and illustrated by Joseph Bonomi and it remained on display at Alnwick well into the twentieth 

century, prior to being removed to the British Museum for conservation shortly before the outbreak 

of the Second World War. 

In the 1940s the decision was taken to sell the collection. Both the British Museum and the Brooklyn 

Museum expressed an interest in acquiring all or part of the collection, but the Duke’s successors 

were keen that the collection should remain intact and - if possible - in the North East of 

England. Happily, Durham University had also indicated its desire to obtain the collection and, thanks 

to the generous assistance of Dr and Mrs H N Spalding, was able to raise the £12,000 asking price.  

In 1971 the University’s holdings of Egyptian artefacts was substantially enlarged by the acquisition 

of part of the collection of Sir Henry Wellcome. Wellcome, a founding partner of the well-known 

drug company, amassed one of the largest private collections ever made in the fields of archaeology, 

anthropology and the history of human health. After his death in 1936, it took more than 50 years 

for his Trustees to distribute the collection among museums and libraries across the UK. The Oriental 

Museum was fortunate to receive a collection of around 4,000 Egyptian artefacts. This material 

greatly strengthened the museum’s holdings of amulets, stone tools and other Pre-Dynastic objects.  

These two core collections have been supplemented by targeted purchases, other small donations 

and material from the archaeological excavations at Qasr Ibrim, Buhen and Saqqara carried out by W 

B Emery and the Egypt Exploration Society in the 1950s and 1960s with the support of Durham 

University.  

The importance of the collections was emphasised in 2008 when they received Designated Status 

from the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council in recognition of their national and international 

importance. 

Catalogue 

You can search the Oriental Museum’s catalogue at 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/oriental.museum/whatshere/discover/.  

  

https://www.dur.ac.uk/oriental.museum/whatshere/egypt/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/oriental.museum/whatshere/discover/


Object study 

Please check out https://www.dur.ac.uk/oriental.museum/contact/researchvisits/ and the guidance 

for researchers at 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/oriental.museum/contact/research/GuidelinesforResearchersatD

urhamUniversityMuseums-updatetoincludecastle.pdf.  A request to access the Museum’s collection 

must be made via email to oriental.museum@durham.ac.uk, ideally at least one month prior to the 

anticipated start date of the research visit. Requests should include as much information as possible 

on the subject and purpose of the research, and state a preferred date or dates. 

 

  

https://www.dur.ac.uk/oriental.museum/contact/researchvisits/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/oriental.museum/contact/research/GuidelinesforResearchersatDurhamUniversityMuseums-updatetoincludecastle.pdf
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National Museums Scotland, Edinburgh 
http://www.nms.ac.uk/explore/collections-stories/world-cultures/ancient-egypt/ 

National Museums Scotland’s Ancient Egyptian collection comprises around 6,000 items, including 

many unique and internationally significant objects, such as royal statuary, reliefs, mummies, coffins, 

papyri, furniture, jewellery and textiles. 

The museum also has the only intact ancient Egyptian royal burial group outside of Egypt itself. The 

collection was begun in 1819, and many of the objects derive from archaeological excavations by 

A.H. Rhind, the Egypt Exploration Society, British School of Archaeology in Egypt, and Oxford and 

Liverpool Universities. 

Please note that the Ancient Egypt galleries are currently closed, due to a major building project. 

Catalogue 

There is a partial catalogue at http://www.nms.ac.uk/explore/search-our-collections/.  

Object study 

Contact the Curator, Margaret Maitland at m.maitland@nms.ac.uk. She will be able to advise 

whether access to particular objects is possible whilst the galleries are closed. 

 

  

http://www.nms.ac.uk/explore/collections-stories/world-cultures/ancient-egypt/
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Royal Albert Memorial Museum & Art Gallery (RAMM), Exeter 
http://www.rammuseum.org.uk/collections/overseas-archaeology/egyptian-archaeology  

RAMM has a collection of nearly 600 objects from Egypt. Many of these were collected by amateur 

archaeologists and enthusiasts in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Highlights include: 

 Objects excavated and collected by some of the most famous Egyptologists including 

Belzoni, Flinders Petrie and Greville Chester. 

 The mummy, coffin and cartonnage of Shep en-Mut. 

 Objects which reveal daily life in Egypt from the Predynastic to the Mediaeval periods. 

Catalogue 

You can search the RAMM catalogue at http://rammcollections.org.uk/search.ashx.  

Object study 

If you would like to study any of the museum’s objects, submit a request at 

http://rammcollections.org.uk/contact-us/research-enquiry.ashx.   

 

  

http://www.rammuseum.org.uk/collections/overseas-archaeology/egyptian-archaeology
http://rammcollections.org.uk/search.ashx
http://rammcollections.org.uk/contact-us/research-enquiry.ashx


Hunterian Museum, Glasgow 
http://www.gla.ac.uk/hunterian/ 

The Hunterian's famous mummy, Lady Shep-en-hor, is over 2500 years old and comes from Thebes 

in southern Egypt. The ancient Egyptians preserved bodies to help the deceased make the journey to 

the afterlife. The hieroglyphs on the brightly painted coffin are spells and charms to keep her safe.  

There is also a small display of Egyptian artefacts in the “Archaeology” section of the museum. 

Catalogue 

Search the collection at http://www.huntsearch.gla.ac.uk/cgi-

bin/foxweb/huntsearch/SearchForm.fwx?collection=archaeology   

Object study 

Contact the Archaeology Curator, SallyAnne.Coupar@glasgow.ac.uk.  

 

Kelvingrove Museum and Burrell Collection, Glasgow 
http://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/museums/kelvingrove/Pages/default.aspx 

http://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/museums/burrell-collection/Pages/default.aspx  

There are no descriptions online about the collections, but there is a gallery dedicated to Egyptian 

artefacts at Kelvingrove, many of which came from Egypt Exploration Society excavations, and the 

Burrell Collection includes Egyptian objects amongst an eclectic mix of art and architecture. 

Catalogue 

Go to http://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/museums/collections-research/online-collections-

navigator/Pages/home.aspx and then Human History > Ancient Civilizations > Ancient Egypt 

Object study 

Contact museums@glasgowlife.org.uk  

 

  

http://www.gla.ac.uk/hunterian/
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Garstang Museum, Liverpool 
https://garstangmuseum.wordpress.com/ and https://www.liv.ac.uk/archaeology-classics-and-

egyptology/garstang-museum/  

The origins of the museum lie with the creation, in 1904, of the Liverpool Institute of Archaeology, 

then affiliated to the University of Liverpool. The Institute comprised a number of departments, 

usually consisting of a single member of staff, who undertook research, fieldwork and some 

teaching. At that time the Institute was largely funded and supported by a number of sponsors (or 

‘benefactors’), mainly from the Liverpool mercantile community.  

The Preliminary Prospectus for the Institute (1904) states that the museum was located on the 

ground floor of 40-42 Bedford Street, and comprised four rooms. The collections were grouped 

chronologically and were made up of Egyptian antiquities provided from the recent excavations of 

the staff. The first room contained what was called “archaic” material, including early dynastic ivory 

labels, stone vessels and materials dedicated to the “pyramid age”, which included fragments from 

tombs in Saqqara. The second room was focused on much of the material found during Garstang’s 

excavations at the Middle Egyptian site of Beni Hasan – including the coffin of Userhet which is still 

in the museum today. The third room contained New Kingdom material and objects from the early 

Aegean, with the fourth room examining Christian antiquities and anthropological specimens. 

In 1941, like much of the city, the University of Liverpool suffered bomb damage. In one such raid 

the Institute’s Archaeology Museum was damaged, leading to the temporary dispersal of parts of 

the collection to safer locations in the city under the management of Liverpool Public Museums. 

After the war, some of that material was returned, while others parts have since been transferred 

permanently to what is now National Museums Liverpool’s Worlds Museum. 

The various collections that are now curated in the Garstang Museum are derived from the following 

sources: 

 Material deposited by Institute staff as a consequence of their fieldwork, principally that of 

Garstang. Thus includes some of his pre-Institute work (e.g. that undertaken on behalf of 

Flinders Petrie’s Egypt Research Account, and his own other non-affiliated work), and 

deposited mainly before the Second World War. 

 Material donated by the ‘benefactors’ and ‘shareholders’ on the various Institute excavation 

committees. 

 Non-Institute fieldwork material donated by others or else received because the University, 

Institute or School had funded the work that generated it. 

 Material, both originals and copies, purchased by the Institute, or on its behalf by its staff 

and benefactors. 

Catalogue 

There is no online catalogue of the collection. 

Object study 

Contact garstang@liv.ac.uk to find out whether you can gain access to any of the museum’s objects.  

https://garstangmuseum.wordpress.com/
https://www.liv.ac.uk/archaeology-classics-and-egyptology/garstang-museum/
https://www.liv.ac.uk/archaeology-classics-and-egyptology/garstang-museum/
mailto:garstang@liv.ac.uk


World Museum, Liverpool 
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/wml/collections/antiquities/egyptology.aspx 

With over 16,000 items this is one of the largest Egyptology collections in the UK and is of 

international importance. This is a very representative collection of ancient Egyptian material culture 

that spans from the Prehistoric (c. 5300 BC) to the end of the Byzantine Period (642 AD). There are 

1300 items on display and the collection is actively used in research and teaching, mainly through 

links with Liverpool University, which is the largest teaching centre of Egyptology in the UK. 

The story of Liverpool's Egyptology collection starts with goldsmith Joseph Mayer opening his 

Egyptian Museum in 1852. His collection was based on purchases of important collections made by 

diplomats and travellers in the early 1800s, such as Henry Salt. In 1867 he donated the collection to 

'The Liverpool Free Library and Museum' (now World Museum) then making it the most important 

public Egyptology collection after the British Museum. The collection includes items of great 

historical importance such as the 'Rameses Girdle' and the second largest holding of tomb robbery 

papyri, 'Mayer A and B'. 

Following Mayer's donation the museum began to sponsor excavators working in Egypt, and with 

agreement of the Egyptian authorities was rewarded with newly excavated artefacts. Between 1883 

and 1971 the collection was systematically enhanced through subscription to excavations in Egypt 

conducted by the Egypt Exploration Fund/Society, the British School of Archaeology in Egypt and the 

Liverpool Institute of Archaeology. 

After the Garstang Museum of Archaeology we hold the largest collection of material excavated by 

the former Liverpool Institute of Archaeology (Liverpool University). Much of this entered the 

collections after World War II via gifts from Professor John Garstang and Liverpool University. The 

last significant acquisition was in 1977 with the collection of Sir Francis Danson who helped fund 

Garstang's excavations at Abydos and Esna. 

Over 3000 items were destroyed by a fire-bomb during the May blitz of 1941. Many inscribed 

objects were lost but sketches and hand copies of the inscriptions made by Percy Newberry survive 

in our archive. Large scale acquisitions were made after the war from a variety of sources including 

Norwich Castle Museum, Liverpool University and the Wellcome Historical Medical Museum. 

Catalogue 

There is no online catalogue, though some items are listed on the Global Egyptian Museum site, 

http://www.globalegyptianmuseum.org/.  

Object study 

Contact themuseum@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk, for the attention of the Curator of Egyptology, Dr 

Ashley Cooke.  

 

  

http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/wml/collections/antiquities/egyptology.aspx
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Manchester Museum 
http://www.museum.manchester.ac.uk/collection/ancientegypt/ 

The Manchester Museum is home to one of the largest and most important collections of ancient 

Egyptian artefacts in the United Kingdom. The collection includes objects from prehistoric Egypt (c. 

10,000 BC) to the Byzantine era, up to around AD 600. 

There are about 16,000 objects in the Egyptology collection. In addition to the exhibitions in the 

Daily Life Gallery and the Funerary Gallery, the entrance hall of the Museum displays monumental 

stone sculpture from the temples of ancient Bubastis (modern Tell Basta and Ihnasya el-Medina) in 

the Nile Delta. Objects that are not on display are kept in storage, where they are accessible to 

researchers from around the world. 

Like many British museums, The Manchester Museum gave financial support to British 

archaeologists working in Egypt in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. In return, the Museum 

received a share of the artefacts that were found (although this practice was gradually stopped once 

Egypt became an independent republic in 1952). Because the artefacts were discovered in controlled 

excavations, where archaeologists record and keep everything they find, the Egyptology collection 

contains a wide variety of objects which were unearthed exactly where they had been left by the 

ancient Egyptians. 

The Museum received material from the excavations of the British School of Archaeology in Egypt, 

the Egypt Exploration Society, and the Liverpool School of Archaeology. One important excavator 

was Sir William Flinders Petrie (1853-1942), who worked on dozens of sites in Egypt and pioneered 

new techniques and recording methods. Petrie's work in Egypt received generous funding from Jesse 

Haworth (1835-1921), a Manchester textile manufacturer who visited Egypt in 1880 and was very 

interested in ancient Egypt. Haworth donated his personal collection of Egyptian antiquities to the 

Manchester Museum and funded the 1912 extension of the Museum, which was named in his 

honour. 

Catalogue 

Search the museum’s catalogue at http://emu.man.ac.uk/mmcustom/narratives/.  

Object study 

Contact the Curator, campbell.price@manchester.ac.uk, to arrange an appointment to view any 

objects of interest.  Please give one month’s notice, in case items have to be taken from store. 

 

  

http://www.museum.manchester.ac.uk/collection/ancientegypt/
http://emu.man.ac.uk/mmcustom/narratives/
mailto:campbell.price@manchester.ac.uk


Ashmolean Museum, Oxford 
http://www.ashmolean.org/  

The Ashmolean’s collections from ancient Egypt and Sudan are among the most extensive in Britain, 

with approximately 50,000 objects representing every period of human occupation in the Nile Valley 

from prehistory to the 7th century AD. 

The first Egyptian objects arrived in the Museum in 1683 – the year of its foundation – but the major 

holdings derive from British excavations in Egypt conducted from the 1880s until the late 1930s (for 

a complete list of sites represented in the collections, see here). Oxford University excavations in 

southern Egypt and Sudan from 1910 onward (directed and largely funded by Francis Llewellyn 

Griffith, the first Professor of Egyptology at Oxford) added a representative collection of Nubian 

material.  It includes the largest object in the museum – the Shrine of King Taharqa (25th Dynasty, 

about 690–664 BC) – the only free-standing pharaonic monument in Britain. 

Among the most significant groups of material are the objects of Predynastic and Early Dynastic date 

(about 5000–2650 BC) from excavations at Naqada, Abydos, Koptos, and Hierakonpolis. These 

include such masterpieces as the ‘Two Dog’ palette, the Scorpion and Narmer mace-heads, and a 

limestone statue of King Khasekhem (2nd Dynasty, about 2700–2686 BC). 

The museum’s extensive collection of funerary material includes the finest set of coffins from a 

group belonging to a family burial of Theban priests of the 25th Dynasty (about 770–713 BC) found 

within the temple of Queen Hatshepsut at Deir el-Bahri. These were discovered by the first 

archaeologist to work for the Egypt Exploration Fund, Edouard Naville. 

From excavations at Tell el-Amarna, the capital of the so-called ‘heretic king’ Akhenaten (New 

Kingdom, 18th Dynasty, about 1353–1335 BC), came many pieces of sculpture, objects of daily life, 

and fragmentary paintings, of which the ‘Princesses fresco’ is the best known. 

Many of the donations and bequests which have enriched the collections are associated with famous 

Egyptologists and Oxford scholars. From Sir Alan Gardiner, the greatest twentieth-century English 

scholar of the ancient Egyptian language, came documents on papyrus, such as the ‘Will of 

Naunakhte’ (about 1145 BC).  

In addition to papyri, the Ashmolean houses over 8,000 ostraca, inscribed fragments of pottery or 

limestone which served as a cheap writing medium in the ancient world. These include the Gardiner 

collection of hieratic ostraca, most notably the ‘Sinuhe Ostracon’ (the largest surviving limestone 

ostracon from ancient Egypt, inscribed with a copy of the literary classic, ‘The Tale of Sinuhe’) as well 

as the Bodleian Library's collections of writing boards, wooden labels, and ostraca. Together they 

provide examples of all the scripts and languages that have been used in Egypt (Egyptian, Greek, 

Coptic, Aramaic, and Arabic), with documents ranging from school texts to private letters. 

Catalogue 

There is no publicly-available online catalogue of the Ashmolean’s Egypt and Sudan collection. 

Contact antiquities@ashmus.ox.ac.uk for assistance if you need details of an item. 
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Object study 

The Von Bothmer Study Room is available for research visits by appointment Tuesday to Friday from 

10:00 – 13:00, and 14:00 – 16:30 when the Museum is open. 

In order to make an appointment to consult items from Ancient Egypt and Sudan collection, please 

contact the Department of Antiquities Administrator as far as possible in advance (at least 4-6 weeks 

in advance, as some material is held off-site) and provide details about your research, the purpose of 

the booking, a detailed list of the material you wish to consult, with inventory numbers where 

possible, and two or three possible dates for your visit. Please email antiquities@ashmus.ox.ac.uk  or 

post your request. It is not possible to make bookings by telephone. 

Visitors who are not known personally to a member of the curatorial staff of the museum should 

also provide a letter of introduction or reference from their academic supervisor or other qualified 

person.  

A maximum of 20 objects or 5 archive volumes/albums can be issued to each visitor per day. The size 

and difficulty of moving objects may reduce the number that can be provided. 
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Egypt Centre, Swansea 
http://www.egypt.swan.ac.uk/  

There are over 5000 items in the collection. Most were collected by the pharmacist Sir Henry 

Wellcome. Others are from the British Museum; the Royal Edinburgh Museum; National Museums 

and Galleries of Wales Cardiff; the Royal Albert Museum and Art Gallery; Woking College; and 

private donors. 

Sir Henry Wellcome collected items from excavations. Included in the Egypt Centre collection are 

items from Armant, Amarna, Deir el-Medina, Esna, Mostagedda and Qau, among others. He also 

collected items from individuals, including Robert de Rustafjaell, Gayer-Anderson, Berens, Cesnola, 

Rev. William Frankland Hood and the Rev. William MacGregor. 

Catalogue 

You can search the Egypt Centre’s catalogue at http://www.egyptcentre.org.uk/, and there are notes 

for students researching the collection at 

http://www.egypt.swan.ac.uk/images/Notes_for_students_researching_objects.pdf. 

Object study 

Give at least one week’s notice if you would like to study any of their objects, and preferably 2-3 

weeks.  Email c.a.graves-brown@swansea.ac.uk or fill in the form at 

http://www.egypt.swan.ac.uk/index.php/contact-the-curator.   
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